Degrade or die: a dual function for autophagy in the plant immune response.
Localized programmed cell death (PCD) is part of a widespread defense mechanism in plants. A recent paper in Cell () shows that autophagy, a process in which cytoplasm and sometimes organelles are engulfed by double membrane vesicles and degraded, is essential for preventing uncontrolled local and systemic PCD during infection and for limiting viral replication.